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The population of the Town of 
Nashville in 1960 was 1,423.  However, 
in the past Nashville has exerted in- 
fluence upon a population greater than 
that, and vice versa.  Information 
concerning the characteristics of this 
greater population is, therefore, of 
more value in determining the likely 
future of the community than would be 
the same information concerning the 
townspeople alone. 

Nashville's greatest area of in- 
fluence is Nash County, since it is 
the county seat.  In determining how 
important this role is likely to be in 
the future, some statistics at the 
county level are relevant. 

Chart I presents the story in a 
nutshell.  The county is presently at 
its peak in population, and projections 
show that it is headed for decline. 
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CHART    II NASH    COUNTY   AGE   GROUPS , I960 
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The effect of this outmigration 
of adults in their childbearing years 
is reflected in the generally smaller 
proportion of children under five years 
of age as compared to those ages five 

to fourteen.  Chart III on the opposite 
page presents the anticipated change 
in population in Nash County by age 
group. 
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PROJECTED     CHANGE   IN   POPULATION   BY   AGE   GROUP 
CHART     III 

AGE 

IN   NASH 

GROUP                   I960 

COUNTY   FROM 

each  group oges 10 

I960   TO 

jfS,          1970 

1980 

each  group  ages 10 yrs 1980 

ove r 64 

84 

79 

IBO 281 362 

80 354 4 61 585 

75 - 741 ,66* 843 .90* 1007 

70 - 74 1147 ,1*' 1389 ,9»^ 1676 

65 - 69 1632 -6*^ 1994 ,69« 2442 

60 - 64 1900 -A-"^ 2274 .%''' 2602 

55 - 59 2427 ,6»* 3033 ,1*' 3060 

50 - 54 2916 ,'f' 3321 ,Al.O 3037 

46 - 49 3490 ,»«° 3490 ,**» 2597 

40 - 44 3601 ,A»* 34SI ,1.0' 2624 

35 - 39 39 36 ,*^* 2 906 

2859 ,At^ 

29 87 

30 - 34 37 86 ,A^° 

,6°'' 

33 90 

25 - 29 3326 3 408 .6^^ 367 9 

20 - 24 3466 ,Z^^° 405 7 ,Z^'^ 3592 

15 - 19 5658 ,^^^' 6070 ,^^^' 5384 

10 - 14 7580 ,0'" 6746 ,^^°' 6501 

5 - 9 7463 .»** 6588 ,AlO 6653 

0 - 4 7199 6921 6812 

TOTAL 61002 60072 58990 
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PROJECTED    POPULATION    OF   NASH   COUNTY 

BY    RACE   ANO    SEX 

Continued outmigration from the 
county will be more predominate among 
men.  It also will be more predominate 
among Negroes.  Chart IV illustrates, 
at a glance, the anticipated change in 
population by sex and race.  Although 
the white race shows a slight gain, 
the increase is far less than that 
which would occur if everyone who ever 
lived in Nash County stayed until 
death.  This indicates that there will 
also be a significant outmigration of 
wh i t es. 

Within the county itself we see in 
the last ten years an important change 
in the locational distribution of the 
population.  Whereas in 1950 less than 
25% of the people lived in urban areas, 
this percentage had increased to 28.9 
in 1960. 
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Since the population of the county 
as a whole is slated to decrease, while 
that of Rocky Mount will increase, this 
change is likely to become more sharply 
apparent in the years to come.  Some of 
this urbanization will take place 
through annexation of rural areas by 
urban jurisdictions, but most will be 
caused by the movement of people in and 
out of the county and within. 

EACH REPRESENTS    A     GAtN    OF 
TWENTY - FIVE      PEOPLE 

EACH REPRESENTS     A    LOSS     OF 
TWENTY-FIVE     PEOPLE 

MAP     I 
POPULATION CHANGE   IN   NASH   COUNTY 

1940 -  I960 
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The more immediate area of Nash- 
ville's influence, Nashville Township, 
yields information concerning the type 

of people who live in and around the 
town.  Of Nashville Township's 5405* 
population, nearly half (2576) are 
Negro.  The average family size is 
four, three being the approximate size 
of an average white family and five 
that of an average Negro family. 
Among families, then, Negroes consti- 
tute onlv 417,= of the total. 
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CHART     VI 
POPULATION     CHANGE 

NASHVILLE      AND 

NASHVILLE    TOWNSHIP 

The growth of Nashville and the 
growth and decline of Nashville Town- 
ship is represented in Chart VI. 

*   1960 census 

**  Family income less than $3000/year 



In the spring of 1964 the Nash- 
ville Junior Chamber of Commerce 
conducted a survey of the community to 
determine attitudes of the citizens. 

The survey did not include any areas 
outside the town limits.  Certain of 
the information gained tells an inter- 
esting story about the population of 
the town itself. 

form 
to r 
sent 
Appr 
Nash 

wa s 
peep 
cove 
scho 
i nd i 

the 
peop 
high 
t own 

vey 
aver 

Bef o 
a t ion 
ecogn 
s on 1 

ox ima 
vi 11 e 
at ra 
1 e ov 
red b 
o 1 ed 
ca t es 
educa 
le of 
er th 
ship 

came 
age e 

re an 
is p 

i z e t 
y a s 

te ly 
r esp 

nd om . 
er tw 
y thi 
uca t i 
one 

t iona 
the 

an t h 
area 
from 
duca t 

anal 
r e s en 
hat t 
amp 1 e 
17% o 

onded 
Aim 

enty- 
s sur 
on or 
of tw 
1 a 11 
Town 
at of 
or re 
p eop 1 
ions. 

y s 1 s 
t ed , 
his 
of 

f th 
, a n 
OS t 
four 
vey 
bet 

o th 
a i nm 
of N 

t he 
s pon 
e wi 

of t 
it i 

s u r ve 
the t 

e hou 
d thi 
7 0% o 
year 

had a 
ter . 
ings . 
en t a 
a shvi 
sur r 

s e s t 
t h be 

his i n- 
s important 
y r epre- 
ownspeop1e. 
seholds in 

s response 
f the 
s of age 
high- 
This 
Either 

mong 

lie is far 
ound i ng 
o the sur- 
11 e r than 

The age distribution of this group 
is illustrated in Chart VII.  Once 
again we find a dip in the twenty-to- 
thirty age range.  To further illus- 
trate this tendancy for the young 
adults of Nashville and Nash County to 

CHART 

AGE   DISTRIBUTION   OF  NASHVILLE    CITIZENS    WHO 

RESPONDED   TO  SURVEY 



leave the area, answers to the 
following questions provide revealing 

evidence: 

During the past ten years: 

How many members have been 
added to your household by 
birth? 

How many have you lost by 

death? 

How many have moved into 
your household from outside 
Nashville?  What were their 

ages? 

How many from your household 

have moved out of Nashville? 
What were their ages? 

Among this group of people 

living in Nashville there were during 

the past ten years 48 births and 13 
deaths.  Three have moved into house- 
holds from outside of Nashville ages 
79, 20 and 19.  Seventeen new house- 
holds have been formed or have come to 
Nashville within the past ten years. 
Twenty-one persons have moved out of 
Nashville during this period.  The 
median age of the outmigrants was 25. 
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In drawing conclusions from 
population statistics it is important 
to recognize that forecasts must be 
based upon past performance.  In a 
town the size of Nashville one or two 
changes could alter trends signifi- 
cantly—a new industry, a new 
agricultural product, or simply a 
willingness on the part of the popula- 
tion to alter their course. 

However, if Nashville continues 
as it has in the past, one of two 
things will happen.  The population 
either will decline or will become 
oriented more and more toward Rocky 
Mount.  If, through no effort of its 
own, Nashville does grow significantly 
during the next twenty years, its 
importance as the county seat can be 
expected to diminish.  Perhaps more 
important, the town will be faced with 
the problem of providing municipal 
services to an increasing number of 

residences within the community with- 
out the benefit of tax yield from the 
business and industry which the 
residents support.  (Most of these 
businesses and industries will be in 
Rocky Mount.) 

The future of Nashville will be 
one of change.  In an area of rapid 
urbanization, there is no staying the 
same.  In planning for this future, 
the community should determine what 
course it prefers and pursue it.  At 
the same time it must be very watchful 
for urbanization in the area west of 
Rocky Mount and very aware of Nash- 
ville's own latent tendency to become 
suburban.  Experience of other com- 
munities has shown that, when the 
metropolis comes to embrace a formerly- 
independent, rural community, develop- 
ment will be swift and too often will 
have been far advanced before the 
community has even realized it. 
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Natural resources The land 

around Nashville is rolling, sandy 

soi1--exce11 ent farm land.  Present 
crops include tobacco, cotton, 
oeanuts. corn, hay crops, pasture 

crops, and sweet potatoes.  Approx- 
imately half of the land is still in 
timber.  The only known significant 
mineral resource is a twenty-mile belt 
of granite extending west from Rocky 
Mount.  The most highly developed 
resource is the agricultural land, the 
present mainstay of the economy. 
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Commercial enterprises engage the 
services of the second largest group 
among Nashville Township's residents, 
19.4%.  The vast majority of these 
work in retail businesses.  Over 17% 
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CHART      VIM 

NASHVILLE      TOWNSHIP    RESIDENT S - 196 0 

TYPES   OF  ACTIVITY   IN  WHICH  EMPLOYED 

AGRICULTURE 

MANUFACTURING 

458     (29 0 %) 

2 40     (15   2%) 

LUMBER t 17 17.4%) 

METALS a (0 5%) 

OTHER   DURABLES 4 (0 3%) 

FOOD la 10.8%) 

TEXTH.ES ,  APPAREL 84 (5.3%) 

PRINTING , CHEMICALS 15 (0 9%) 

CONSTRUCTION 

TRANSPORTATION 

78 

24 

( 4 

(   1 

9  %) 

5 %) 

COMMUNICATIONS , UTILITIES 16 (1.0%) 

OTHER 8 (0.5%) 

305 COMMERCE ( 19 . 4 %) 

WHOLESALE 36 (2   3%) 

RETAIL 265 (16.8%) 

BUSINESS   a  REPAIR    SERVICE 4 (0 3%) 

PERSONAL    SERVICES 148 ( 9 .3 %) 

PRIVATE    HOUSEHOLD 103 (6   5%) 

OTHER 45 (2   6%) 

PROFESSIONAL 274 (17 .3 %) 

EUCATIONAL 125 (7   9%l 

PUBLIC   ADMINISTRATION 51 13   2*« 

OTHER 98 (6   2%) 

OTHER    OR   NOT   GIVEN 5 3      (3.4%) 

TOTAL 15 80     (100.0 %) 

12 

of the employeci township residents 
work for professional organizations, 
including the medical profession, 
education and public a dmin i s t ra t i orr. 
About 15% work in manufacturing, 7.4% 
dealing with lumber, 5,3% with tex- 
tiles.  The remaining 19.1% of the 
township workers engage in construc- 
tion and transportation occupations 
and personal services. 

Within Nashville itself three 
manufacturing firms employ about 237 
persons.  Two of these are lumber 
mills, which employ about 125.  The 
other IS a garment factory employing 
112.  In addition, a second garment 
factory on the outskirts of Nashville 
maintains a working force of approx- 
imately 30.  Commercial establishments 
in Nashville employ about 275 workers. 
Nash County has a force of about 160 
people working in the Nashville area. 
Comparison of this information with 
the U. S. Census statistics on employ- 
ment by industry of residents of 
Nashville Township (Chart VIII) plus 
the results of a survey of 17%, of the 
population of Nashville indicates that 
at least 85% of the people living in 
Nashville Township work there. 



To give a better insight into how 
these people derive their incomes. 
Chart IX provides statistics on em- 
ployment by occupation of residents of 

Nashville Township by race and sex. 
Whites dominate the clerical positions, 
craftsmen's positions, professional 
and technical work, and operative 
jobs.  Managerial, office and sales 

workers are exclusively white.  The 
majority of Negroes (70%) find their 
work as farmers, farm managers, farm 
foremen, farm laborers, private 
household workers or general laborers. 
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Trade - In Nashville approximate- 
ly 275 persons are employed in retail 
trade.  Of the residents of Nashville 
Township, 265 reported that they work- 
ed for a retail trade establishment 
indicating the likelihood of little 
worker commuting in this class of 
employment.  These 265 persons con- 
stitute 16.8% of the total employed 
population of the township.  This 
percentage compares favorably with 
similar townships.  It also compares 
favorably with urban areas much larger 
such as Roanoke Rapids (16.67„), Green- 
ville (18.9%) and Rocky Mount (19.4%), 
none of which have a large proportion 
of farm workers, yet are surrounded by 
rural areas. 

The point is that Nashville 
thrives heartily from retail sales in 
its own immediate vicinity.   These 
sales are produced through the spend- 
ing power of the people living nearby 
and of those who visit.  The relative- 
ly large number of retail sales 
personnel in Nashville compared with 

the size of town that it is indicates 
that the community is able to attract 
some trade from areas beyond its town- 
ship boundaries.  The extent of this 
drawing power must be magnified when 
the loss of trade in certain commodi- 
ties to Rocky Mount is considered. 

In a survey of Nashville's popu- 
lation which yielded a 17% coverage it 
was found that approximately one-third 
of the goods and services used by 
those interviewed normally were pur- 
chased or obtained outside of 
Nashville.  The types of goods and 
services most frequently obtained out- 
side Nashvi 11e were hospital services 
(9 7%), entertainment (81%), dress 
clothes (79%), furniture (50%), 
jewelry and gifts (47%) and everyday 
clothes (437o).  The Nashville business 
district appears to be strongest in 
providing goods and services of the 
following categories:  drugs (100%,), 
legal services (97%), banking (92%), 
auto repair (91%), groceries (87%,) and 
lumber (85%). 
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CHART     X 

WHERE    NASHVILLE    RESIDENTS    SPEND   THEIR   MONEY* 

BUY      GROCERIES 

BUY      EVERYDAY       CLOTHES 

BUY      DRESS      CLOTHES 

BUY     FURNITURE 

BUY       APPLIANCES 

BUY      JEWELRY      OR      GIFTS 

BUY      LUMBER     AND     BUILDING 

MATERIALS 

BUY      AUTOMOBILES 

VISIT      A      DOCTOR 

VISIT      A      DENTIST 

GO      TO     A      HOSPITAL      OR     CLINIC 

BUY     DRUGS      AND     MEDICINE 

BANK 

BUY      INSURANCE 

CONSULT      A      LAWYER 

GET      CARS      REPAIRED 

GO      FOR      ENTERTAINMENT 

NASHVILLE 
ROCKY 
MOUNT 

ELSewHERE  IN 
NASH   COUNTY 

OUTSIDE 

NASH COUNTY 

86  7 % 13 3 % 0 % 0 % 

56  8 36 5 1. 4 5.4 

21   3 69 2 0 9.3 

50  0 40.6 1.6 7   8 

75 8 215 1.4 1 .4 

52. 1 26 7 16   5 3  8 

85 3 II   8 0 2 9 

68  9 16 2 12  2 2  7 

83   8 12 7 1 .3 2.5 

7 14 213 3.0 4 6 

2   7 83.6 1   4 12   3 

100  0 0 0 0 

9 1    8 8.2 0 0 

74   2 17, 9 3 8 3 8 

96   9 1.5 1.5 0 

9 1.4 7.3 0 I.S 

1 9   1 60.4 6.4 14.3 

*   COMPILED     FROM     SAMPLE    INFORMATION    OBTAINED   FROM     17%    OF    THE     POPULATION    OF     TNE     TOWN. 
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In an average community one per- 
son employed in a production-type 
enterprise, depending upon the sala- 
ries available, will support a total 
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of nine or more persons.  In Nashville 
we see that 700 production workers 
support a population of 5400, or about 
eight to one.  If, for any reason, 
money should fail to come into the 
township to these basic production 
activities, it is easy to see that the 
effect would be felt not only among 
production workers but also among the 
entire community.  On the other hand, 
every new iob created in basic produc- 
tion provides support for eight or 
nine new people. 
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that fewer people in the southern 

states are and will be required to 
process tobacco as were at one time. 
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commute, they will tend to spend their 

money more and more where they make 

it.  These prospects are further 
aggravated by the recent construction 

of a large, modern and attractive 
shopping center on the western side of 
Rocky Mount fully capable of enticing 
away Nashville's normally very loyal 
shoppers. 

This does not mean that the 

people of Nashville may suffer as a 
result.  In fact, they probably can 
live as well or even better by working 
and shopping in Rocky Mount.  They 
must recognize, however, that the 
price will be higher.  The family 
budget will require greater amounts 
for transportation.  More important, 
without the support (through taxes and 
consumption of public utility services) 

of the business enterprises of the 
town, the cost of community services 
to the individual must increase. 

*  Between 1950 and 1960 the number of agricultural workers in North Carolina 
declined from 359,540 to 204,888, a loss of 43%. 
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Nashville is seated upon the 
northwestern slope of a small hillock 
which rises seventy feet above Stoney 
Creek.  The slope is gradual for a 
quarter of a mile from the creek. 
Then there is a sharp rise.  Above 
this the ground slopes more gradually 
again.  Nashville rests upon this 
point of vantage, a delightful setting 
for a t own. 

All additions to this natural 
landscape have been made by man.  They 
consist of homes; business places; 
places for meeting, learning, and 
playing; industries; and ways of 
transporting people, goods and util- 
ities.  These uses of land by men 
shall be discussed in that order. 
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The following is a close approx- 
imation of the types of dwellings in 
Nashville: 

Houses  Uni ts 

Sing1e-fami 1y houses        315    315 

Sing1e-family houses 
with housekeeping units   52    111 

Duplexes 19 38 

Multi-family dwellings 2 6 

Total number of houses 388 

Total number of housing units 470 

Twenty of these are one-room 
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units.  Nineteen contain two rooms; 
45. three rooms; 118, four rooms; 84, 
five rooms; 95, six rooms; 43, seven 
rooms; while 46 units have eight rooms 
or more.  A total of 45 dwelling units 
are overcrowded, that is, have less 
than one room per person.  Thirty-two 
of these are occupied by colored. 

Two hundred fifty-one dwellings 
are owner-occupied.  Two hundred five 
are occupied by renters.  Of the 

homeowners 198 are white; 53, colored, 
In 1960 ten dwelling units were 
vacant.  Three were for rent, and one 
for sale.  The others apparently were 
out of use. 

Chart XI on the following page 
provides statistics from the 1960 
Census on the condition of housing in 
Nashville.  Map IV  on page 24 shows 
the location of housing and the gener- 
al condition of structures. 
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CHART   XI 

HOUSING     CONDITIONS    IN NASHVILLE 

ALL   BUILDINGS NON-WHITE    OCCUPANCY 

SOUND 381 

325      WITH   ALL   PLUMBING FACILITIES 

14      LACKING   ONLY   HOT WATER 

42      LACKING   PRIVATE  TOILET OR BATH 

OR   RUNNING WATER 

59 

28 WITH   ALL   PLUMBING FACILITIES 

31 LACKING    SOME   OR ALL PLUMBING 

FACILITIES 

DETERIORATING 58 

8      WITH   ALL   PLUMBING   FACILITIES 

7      LACKING   ONLY  HOT  WATER 

43      LACKING   PRIVATE   TOILET OR BATH 

OR RUNNING  WATER 

46 

2 WITH   ALL  PLUMBING  FACILITIES 

44        LACKING   SOME OR ALL   PLUMBING 

FACILITIES 

DILAPIDATED 26 
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the same as the typical one-family lot 
found further south on Boddie Street, 
100 by 250. 

The conclusion that one reaches 
upon appraisal of housing In Nashville 
is that, generally, homes are com- 
modious.  Some, in fact, are elegant. 
Notwithstanding, there are two areas 
where housing is substandard and 
deserving of particular attentiono 

The prospects for a newcomer to 
Nashville finding good housing within 
the town limits is poor.  Since 
natural increase within the town seems 
to be on the decline, this non- 
availability of housing may make it 
difficult for the town to avert a 
general decrease in total population 
within its present limits. 
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Commercial districts - Nashville 
contains two maior areas of commercial 
activity, the central business dis- 
trict surrounding the Court House, and 
a secondary business area centered 
about the Ford dealership on Barnes 
Street.  In addition to these there 
are occasional businesses scattered 
throughout the town.  Especially in 
the Negro districts, both north of the 
Court House and south of the railroad, 
there are numerous small corner 
stores.  And on the corner of Washing- 
ton Street and Lumber Street there is 
a cafe. 

The main part of the central 
business district clusters about the 
Court House and extends along Washing- 
ton Street from Nash Garment Factory 
to a point about 150 feet east of 
Boddie Street.  Outside this main con- 
centration of business activity, 
commercial use begins to dwindle, with 
some business places on Washington 
between Boddie and Alston and some on 
Boddie Street both north and south of 

Washington.  Two of the newest com- 
mercial buildings in town are beyond 
the main downtown area as described. 
There is a new bank around the corner 
on Barnes Street and a new restaurant 
out past Nash Garment Company on 
Wa sh ington. 

The emergence of new buildings on 
Barnes Street is tending to bridge the 
gap between the small commercial dis- 
trict on its south end and the 
downtown area to the north.  Two of 
these buildings are government-owned, 
the Nash County Memorial Health 
Center and the Post Office.  In 
addition a Masonic Lodge and a funeral 
home have been built iust south of the 
Health Center, 

The lodge, the health building, 
the Post Office, the County Court 
House, and the Town Hall opposite the 
County property are classified as 
socio-cu1tura1 uses.  They have much 
kinship, however, to the commercial 
activity of the town. 
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One of the greatest problems in 
the downtown area is parking.  As can 
be seen at left, parked cars line 
Washington Street almost constantly 
during business hours. 

In contrast, behind the stores 
there is considerable space for park- 
ing cars that is not used.  The bank 
parking lot, newly paved and provided 
with a stair to the stores which face 
Washington Street is only a matter of 
a hundred steps from the Washington 
Street sidewalk.  Yet, as seen in the 
photographs at the right, the space at 
the rear of the stores stavs emptv 
while Washington Street stavs full. 
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Perhaps this is explained when 
one sees the facilities offered for 
getting from the rear of the downtown 
stores to the front.  After ascending 
the bank's parking lot stairs, a 
person must cross a dirty, unpaved 
driveway and walk through a littered 
alleyway.  On each side there are 
solid brick walls that offer nothing 
to look at but a few childish scrawls. 
It is no wonder that few people are 
seen in these surroundings. 

Outside the business district 
parkins is ample.  The governmental 
uses on Barnes Street provide paved 
parking lots.  The stores on the south 
end of Barnes have sufficient off- 
street parking, most of it unpaved. 
The new restaurant on Washington is 
set back far enough from the street 
that cars can park in front. 

The arrangement of commercial 
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Almost all new business places 
have recognized the need for ample 
parking space.  Lack of parking in the 
downtown area remains, then, as the 
only significant problem to the 
healthy function of commercial activ- 
ity within the town.  This problem can 
be overcome. 
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SPCio-cu1tura1 uses - In Nash- 
ville 38.7 acres of land are devoted 
to socio-cu 1 tura 1 uses.  In addition 
2.2 acres are owned by the town which 
are presently undeveloped.  Churches 
occupy 3.4 acres.  The cemetery com- 
prises 18 acres within the town. 
Schools and recreation use 13.1 acres. 
Other socio-cu 1 tura 1 uses are the 
Court House property, 2.2 acres total; 
the Town Hall site, 0.5 acres; the 
Post Office, 0.3 acres; the Health 
Center, 0.9 acres; and the Masonic 
Lodge, 0.3 acres—all previously dis- 
cussed because of their relationship 
to the business life of the community. 

street parking for average congrega- 
tions.  The largest congregations use 
the smallest sites and, therefore, 
create the greatest parking problems. 

The 13,1 acres provided for 
schools and schoo 1-associated play- 
grounds within the town is, perhaps, 
adequate for the future enrollment.  A 
minimum of five acres is recommended 
for elementary schools, while 9 to 13 
acres is preferred.  For recreational 
purposes one acre for each one hundred 
persons in a community is generally 
given as a minimum standard.  This, of 
course, need not be at one location. 

Church sites in Nashville range 
from a half acre in size, such as at 
the Nashville Baptist Church, Method- 
ist Church and Church of God, up to 
0.9 acres as provided at the Galatia 
A.M.E. Church and the small, little- 
used church building off of Church 
Street.  All provide insufficient off- 

The greatest problem with Nash- 
ville's existing one location for 
school and recreational use is that 
the properties are badly divided by 
streets into three sections.  Green 
Street, for example, is not really 
necessary to move traffic and has no 
need to continue between the school 

33 



ard the recreational areas opposite. 

The sports field provides both a 
football field and a baseball diamond. 
It is lighted for night play, but un- 
less portable bleachers are brought in 
there is little seating capacity.  The 
baseball backstop is in need of re- 
pair. 

A combination tennis and basket- 
ball court is provided nearby.  It has 
a good paved surface, but its enclo- 
sures are rusting and beginning to 
fall down. 

In general, the school and play- 

grounds are very practical and usable. 
They are in need ofroutine mainte- 
nance.  More important, though, 
Nashville's recreational facilities 
are in need of the kind of park-like 
setting and the kind of care which 
will make people feel proud of them 
and want to use and enjoy them. 

The cemetery in town is quite 
large.  Most of its area is in use at 
present, but it will accommodate 
probably as many new graves as it 

presently contains.  Expansion of this 
facility will not be necessary, since, 
as need arises, new cemeteries can be 

established outside the community. 
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Industrial areas - There are 
thirteen properties in Nashville 
which have been classified in the 
broad sense as industrial on the 
Existing Land Use Map.  On the 
following page is an inventory of 
these industrial, warehousing and 
major repair operations accompanied 
by a map showing their locations. 

In general, industries within 
Nashville are well located.  The 
garment factory's downtown location 
brings people daily into the business 
district, a great help to the local 
economy.  All heavy production pro- 
cesses are located together near the 

rail roa 
var iety 
it is n 
this in 
tact wi 
no t bee 
success 
ins tanc 
d irect 1 
another 
ne ighbo 
homes i 
els ewhe 
Street 
bor. I 
rela t io 
permi 11 

d 
of 

eces 
dust 
th r 
n a c 
full 
e a 
y up 
ins 

r of 
n th 
re, 
have 
n mo 
nsh i 
ed t 

Since 
land u 
sa ry t 
rial d 
es iden 
comp1i 
y in N 
house 
on th e 
ta nee 
two o 

e comm 
s evera 
the s 

St cit 
ps wou 
o deve 

there 
s es w 
hat a 
is t r i 
t ia 1 
shed 
a shvi 
on Cr 

cott 
the f 
f the 
uni ty 

1 hou 
aw mi 
i es t 
Id no 
lop . 

X s 
ithi 

t so 

c t c 
area 
en t i 
lie. 
OSS 

on g 
eed 
mo s 

. A 
s es 
11 f 
oday 
t ha 

no t 
n th 
me p 
ome 
s . 
rely 

In 
Stre 
in . 
mill 
t el 
s me 
a 1 on 
or a 
the 

ve b 

a great 
e town, 
oin t 
in con- 
This has 

one 
e t faces 
In 
is the 

egan t 
nt ioned 
g Clark 
ne igh- 

s e 
e en 

35 



INVENTORY OF INDUSTRIAL USES OF LAND IN NASHVILLE 

Braswell Milllne Company Is an agriculturally oriented 
Industry, orlmarily a feed mill but also engaged In other 
farm product sales.  The operation occupies a tract of land 
on the east side of Alston Street between Cross Street and 
the railroad, a total of 0.9 acres.  Sufficient space is 
nrovided for parking and loading.  The main loading area is 
directly adjacent to Alston Sjtreet and gains access fron 
it. thus causing a minor d e g rji e of congestion on a rural 
thoroughfare.  Ooerations ar-e spaced out on the property so 
as to be uncrowded.  Nitrogen fertilizer, a not particular- 
ly Harardous substance, is stored on the site a reasonable 
distance from the main activities on the property. 

The Cotton Growers' Co - on e r a t j^ ve Warehouse,  located at 
Smith Street and Business Rou'fib 6^^, is a large storage 
facility occuoying 3.1 acres^ The Installation nrovides 
both off-street parking and l^eiding and has room for expan- 
sion to the rear. 

Farmers Supply and Gin Company utilizes 2.2 acres of land 
between Cross Street and the railroad on the east side of 
Boddle Street.   Nitrogen fertilizer Is stored on the prop- 
erty along with cotton bales .      Once again, this probably is 
not a haza 
to be typical ot ail cotton a,i)| 
amount of material into the tf~i'r .  Along Cross Street dis- 
carded cotton bolls are stacked in piles creating a 
possible fire hazard.  The great ma'orit\' of the property 
is fully utilized, but some expansion of the operation 
could be accomplished at this location. 

ng with cotton bales .      Once again, this probably 
jardous situation.   Vi^e    ginning process, as seems 
plcal of all cotton a,^ns. places a considerable 

Morris Brothers Wholesale Distributors use a O.A acre site 
at Alston Street and the railroad.  This warehouse provides 
ample space for off-street Icvkping.   The building Is in 
poor condition and is situatM^, adjacent to a railroad spur 
that is no longer in use.  Expransion, therefore,  is not 
likely at the present location. 

The Nash County Garage, located in the downtown area near 
the Court House, represents a governmental!v owned repair 
facility which Is c la s s i f 1 ed H^rtd u s t r ia 1 because It Is a 
major repair operation. The [^ 3 acre site Is fully occu- 
pied and provides an exce 11 en\tjJ paved driveway and parking 
area. Adjacent vacant land provides space for expansion, 
but in all likelihood the facility will be moved should 
expansion be necessary. 

The Nash County School Warehouse pro >.'ides storage space for 
the county school system on a 0.2 acre site at the corner 
of Boddle and Church Streets.  The warehouse is small and 
apparently overcrowded, sine ^\::Tiia ny materials must be 
stockpiled beneath the buildit»«.  Off-street parking is 
provided, but seems also to l^ielj somewha t crowded.  Since 
expansion of this facility at^its present location would 
use additional space in the town's major comrercial area, 
the facility should be relocated elsewhere at some time In 
the future. 

Nash Garment Company, occupy V^jB 
-2/-    Washington Street west of Barfrjes 

1.3 acre tract of Land on 
represents one of Nash- 

ville's chief employers.  The present  site is fully 
utilized.  Some off-street pftxik Ing Is provided, but not 
nearly enough for the number qf   workers employed. The 
Industry is a clean operation entirely suitable in Its 
downtown location.  There Is vacant property adjacent which 
can be used for expansion. 

Nash Gas and Oil Company Is located at Barnes Street and 
Curtis.  An open site of 1.2 acres provides the space for 
the gas and oil storage tanks needed In this fuel supply 
operation.  The property is lt« p t neat and clean.  The tanks 
constitute somewhat of a hazlj-i;;d for adjacent properties, 
most of which are und eve 1 opeic(}i  A few nearby houses would 
be seriously affected should ^ny fire or explosion occur, 
but the tanks are well away from major street traffic and 
at a reasonable distance from the recently conscructed 
funeral home across the street. 

ry employer and 
t e s on both 
a nd the ra i 1- 
e o f Ba rnes 
rd.  The west 
lumber yard, 
vanda I 1 sm and 

r the sawdus t 
ardous aspects 
ng on Clark 
, but not 
et causes con- 
off - s t reet 

er   aggrava t es 
ed, and little 

Nashville Recappers Is a small business service and repair 
facility which occupies 0.2 a_^cr_es on Boddle Street at the 
railroad.  Its facilities s e^nj ,^BO be adequate for the type 
of operation involved.  RecertdJElres occurring In this type 
of business, however, raise * ^estlon as to the adequacy 
of the structure In which this recap shop is housed. 

Planters Cotton Oil Company j^c^iUp les a 1.3 acre site on the 
south side of the railroad at Alston Street.  There is am- 
ple space for parking and loading, and room for expansion. 

E. A. White Plumbing and Heating Company is a small busi- 
ness classified industrial because it does not Involve 
retail sales primarily at the site.  It occupies 0.2 acres 
at Clark Street and Buslnes g_ Rosjt e 64.  Off-street parking 
is provided, but insufficient space Is available for 
storage of materials.  Outs I d e --a t o rage Infringes upon the 
Clark Street right-of-way.  Should the concern need to 
expapH, a new location would probably have to be sought. 

In addition to these Industrial uses a small building in 
the central business dlstr Ic^f^ b>,h Ind Its main row of 
stores is used for wa r ehou s I tilg .^^ It occupies a space that 
could better be used for t he _a^~dl t lona 1 parking which the 
downtown stores need. 

Nashv 11 le Bulldl ng Supply Compan y is a prima 
ma jor Industry I n Nashville.   It occupies si 
sides of Barnes Street between C ross Street . 
road , a total of 5.7 acres.  On the east sid 
there are a ware house and an open storage ya 
s Ide of the street Is used as a saw mill and 
Lumber Is stored In the open,_attract1ve for 
theft , and Is pi aced very clOj^e 

steam boiler*^ 
together nca 

incinerator and The most haz. 
of th e operation are closest 4D nearby houai 
Street.  Dense smoke Is emitted occasionally 
ob j ec t lonably. Use of two sides of the stre 
gesti on on a rural thoroughfare. The little 
parkl ng that Is provided for emp loyees furt h 
this situation. The present sit es are crowd 
expansion room 1 s ava ilab 1e. 
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Transportation and utilities - 
Thirty-four percent of the Town of 
Nashville is devoted to street and 
railroad right-of-way. a total of 
132.7 acres.  Within these rights-of- 
wav lay the majority of the water, 
sanitary sewer, storm drainage and 
electric distribution lines of the 
commu n i t y • 

Streets in the town are remark- 
ably convenient and free from heavy 
traffic.   During business hours move- 
ment is slow on Washington Street in 
front of the Court House.  Barnes, 
Boddie and Alston Streets are some- 
times slightly congested in the 
vicinity of the railroad industrial 
area.  But. generally, safe and ade- 
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quate streets are among Nashville's 
greatest assets. Maps of the town- 
owned utility services are included 
for reference. 

Vacant land 
5 a c 

    Of Nashvilie's 
rea 34.17„ is vacant, un- 453.i acre a 

used land.  Along Stoney Creek there 
are some large parcels of unused 
acreage, but the majority of this land 
is vacant because it is not as suit- 
able for building as the higher, more 
level land to the south and east.  In 
the remainder of the town the vacant 
tracts are scattered throughout the 
developed area.  Most are small.  Few 
are in excess of one acre, and, usual- 
ly, the larger open areas are in two 
or more ownerships. 
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Because of this, the quality of 

appearance illudes precise analysis. 
Nevertheless, the appearance of a 
community can be surveyed, and some 

conclusions can be derived concerning 
i t . 

The photographs on the following 
pages present views of the Town of 
Nashville that easily catch the eye of 
a passerby.  Half of the photos aie 
intended to represent sights  that give 
the town a good appearance.  The other 
half are intended to show iust the 
opposite.  It is not necessary to say 
which is which.  The majority of 
people easily recognize the places 
that are pleasing to the eye and those 
that are not. 
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Everyone  seems to appreciate 
neatness and order, whereas clutter 
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creates an unsavory appearance. 
People also seem to enjoy old things 
and quaint things.  They like to see 
well preserved historic buildings, but 
old things that have been discarded or 
have no more use become trash in the 
eyes of the observer. 

Nashville has the good and the 
bad of each point mentioned.  Viewed 
as a whole, the good  far outweighs the 
bad.  Most people consider Nashville a 
very attractive town.  In a survey of 

a portion of the population of the 

community, time and again the town was 
described as a clean, pleasant com- 

munity.  Even so, it is reasonably 
clear that not all is clean and that 
not all is pleasant to view.  Some 
portions of the community detract from 
the overall impression that one re- 
cieves.  These areas deserve attention. 
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Map X  depicts the soil condi- 
tions around Nashville.  The gray 
areas are poorly drained soils.  They 

are good neither for agriculture nor 

for urban development.  The ve 1 1 ow 
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Map XI  illustrates the area most 
easily served by existing and proposed 
sewage disposal facilities.  It should 
be apparent that not all of this area 
can be served by existing facilities. 

The intention of the illustration is 

to show the general direction in which 



sewer services can be expanded.  Since 

present outfall and proposed sewage 

treatment facilities are in an area on 

the western side of Nashville and 
since the natural drainage of the town 

flows eastward, expansion of sewerage 
any farther east can be accomplished 
only with lift stations to move the 
refuse upstream.  In contrast, the 
western surroundings of Nashville flow 

naturally toward the outfall location 
thus making these areas capable of 
being served within the capacity of 

the treatment facilities provided. 

Map XII  shows the existing 

land-use pattern in Nashville's 
extraterritorial area.  The major 
accumulation of urban development out- 
side the town limits is on the eastern 

side.  This immediately pinpoints a 

significant problem in regard to 
Nashville's ability to expand.  In 

light of soil characteristics and 

existing land-use patterns, the lands 
most preferred for urban development 
are on the side of town that is the 
most difficult to serve with either 
Nashville's present or proposed sewer 
facilities. 

Unless this problem can be 

solved satisfactorily, the capacity of 
this eastern section to urbanize will 

be sorely limited.  The pressures of 
urbanization in eastern Nash County 
will be forced, in such a case, to 
find other locations either on prime 
farmlands on Nashville's western 
fringe or near other urban areas. 
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PUBLIC ATTITUDE 
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During the spring of 1964 the 

Nashville Junior Chamber of Commerce 
conducted a "Community Attitude 
Survey" to  determine what the public 
considers to be the town's good and 
bad points.  The survey yielded 
replies from 73 households, repre- 
senting 246 members of the town's 
total population (1408 in 1960). 
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sample.  It is reasonable to conclude 
that, unless a sizable group of 
like-minded people has been poorly 

represented in the sample, further 
canvassing would produce little 
variation of result. 
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The ratings used were "Excellent' 
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RESULTS OF JAYCEE COMMUNITY  ATTITUPE SURVEY - SPRING 1064 

rtced 

Fire Protection 
Newspaper 
Cotninun ICy sppearance 
Postal service 
Hea1th depa rtment 
Electricity 
Court services 
Leg* 1 services 
Telephone service 
Television and radio 
Street layout 
Traffic signs 
Storm water drainage 
Street maintenance 
Denta1 serv ices 
Police protection 

Elementary school staff 
Gol f Ing fad 1 It les 
Medio 1 services 
S Idewa Us 
Sewage disposal 
Zoning ordinance 
Elementary school 
buildings and equipment 

Sport s fields 
Welfare services 
Library 
High   school   educatton- 
al    program 

High   school    buildings 
and   equipment 

Service   and   repair 
facl I Itles 

Shopping   fac I I It Us 
Parking    In    business 
district 

PuhlIc   neeiing 
nlaces    for   larpe 

*1.21 
+ 1.05 
*1.05 
■^1.00 
-1.00 
'0.90 
*0.89 
+0.7 9 
+0.76 
+0.7 5 
+0.7 4 
+0.73 
+0.56 
+0.61 
+0.60 
+0.55 

+0.30 

+0.30 
+ 0.26 
+0.21 
'0.20 

-0.07 

-0.05 

-0.32 
-0.35 

PublIc 
for te 
aocUl 

tunltI 
Public 

It les 
Job opp 
person 

ftecreat 
It les 

Plavgro 
chl Idr 

Cultura 
Parks a 
Becreat 

1 t les 
people 

nts 
y planning 
e lopment 

ransporta tion 
r coretnunlt tea 
eetlng places 
nagers' 
activities 
ransporta tIon 
the cotnmun 11 y 
onal oppor- 
s for adults 
estrooms in 
s district 

ona 1 oppor turt- 
or children 
rtunltles for 
18-64 

onal opportun- 

nds 

opportunltles 
d picnic areas 
onaI opportun- 

-0.67 

-0.68 

-0, 70 

-0.96 

-0.98 

-1 .01 

-1.16 

-1.21 

-1 .22 

-1 .26 
-1 .42 
-1.47 

Hos Ita I 

s rated  poor 

Job opportunities for 
persons under 18 

Swimming Cacl 1 It les 
Job opportunities for 
persons 65 and over 

items were rated "Excellent" 
ce none obtained a numerical 
rage higher than M.50. 
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"Good", "Average", "Below average", 
and "Poor".  In order to obtain a 
numerical average of each item rated 
on the 73 individual survey forms, the 
following values were assigned: 

excellent + 2 
good + 1 
average 0 
below average -1 
poor -2 

Resulting averages may be trans- 

lated back into overall ratings as 

foil ows: 

Higher than + 1 5 excellent 
+ 0 5 to + 1 5 good 
-0 5 to + 0 5 average 
-0. 5 to -1 5 be 1 ow average 

Lowe r than -1 5 poor 

The community apparently takes 
considerable pride in its Volunteer 
Fire Department, its newspaper, and 
the community appearance.  Inadequate 

part-time job opportunities and the 
lack of a community swimming pool are 
considered the greatest disadvantages 
of living in Nashville.  Recreation, 
emphasized in the survey, shows up as 
one of the community's greatest weak- 
nesses.  Only the golf courses and 
athletic fields were rated average. 
All other aspects of recreation were 
rated be low. 
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To meet this challenge the fol- 
lowing goals for Nashville are hereby 
r e commend e d: 

1. Provide 100 new jobs of a 
production type in Nashville by 1970 
and 200 more by 1980 to offset the 
loss of farm jobs already existing and 
those anticipated. 

2. Promote a healthy suburban 
environment to encourage those who 
cannot find employment in Nashville to 
live here and work in Rocky Mount. 

These goals oppose one another. 
In recommending them the Nashville 
Planning Board undertakes to demon- 
strate that good living conditions can 
exist in harmony with convenient places 
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of work.  To make Nashville attractive 
both as an industrial center and as a 
high-quality residential suburb, the 
following, more specific objectives 
must be accomplished: 

3. Careful arrangement of new 
housing and new industry to achieve 
maximum compatibility. 

A. Improvement of existing phys- 
ical relationships between housing and 
industry. 

5, Emphasis of Nashville's 
pleasant community appearance and rid- 
dance of its eyesores. 

6. General improvement of 
existing housing conditions and con- 
struction of more housing facilities. 

7. Provision of more, and better 
arranged, parking in the main business 
district. 

8. Acquisition of more land for 
recreation and provision of improved 
recreational facilities. 

9. Location of a sewage treat- 
ment plant on the east side of 
Nashville to allow for expansion of 
urban services both east and west. 

These objectives have been formu- 
lated following a period of one year's 
study and analysis, and take into 
account the general desires expressed 
by the people of Nashville in response 
to a survey of their opinion.  De- 
tailed plans for accomplishing these 
goals are forthcoming. 
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